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final resting place of Robert E. Lee
at Washington and Lee University. A
reproduction replaced the original in
the late 1990s. For several years, the
flag hung in the Breakthrough Mu-
seum at Pamplin Park, most likely
displayed just yards from where it
was captured on April 2, 1865. On
April 7, just a few short weeks ago,
the flag of the Thirty-seventh North
Carolina arrived here from Virginia.
Who knows what adventures still
await this old flag.

Only a few blocks from here
are the graves of almost countless
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Confederate soldiers. Many of them
perished during that awful war. One
of those is lowa Michigan Royster.
Iowa did not survive the battle of
Gettysburg. He was fearfully wound-
ed on July 3 and passed on a few
days later. He was originally buried
at Gettysburg, but after the war was
re-interred in Oakwood Cemetery,
first in the Confederate section, and
later in his family’s section. We can
only wonder how lowa would feel if
he knew that the battle-torn flag of
his regiment was now so close.
There are no old soldiers
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left. The last member of the Thirty-
seventh died in 1947, the last Tar
Heel Confederate soldier in 1951.
The old soldiers’ greatest fear was
that what they had done would be
forgotten. All of you here today have
seen fit to honor those old soldiers, to
remember that what they did is truly
not forgotten.

Michael C. Hardy is the
author of eight books, including a
history of the 37th North Carolina
Troops (2003). You can learn more
by visiting his web site at: www.
michaelchardy.com
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Robert Bivens,
37th NCT
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